
With the Parliamentary Fisheries Debate and December Council getting ever closer, this month’s update from 

Seafish focuses on information we provide that can help you negotiate some of the terminology around the 

complexities of the Landings Obligation, as well as providing you with up-to-date information and reports. 

 

Seafish Activities in Relation to Landings Obligation  

 

Under the revised Common Fisheries Policy a Landing Obligation (LO) will be introduced gradually, between 2015 

and 2019 for all commercial fisheries (species under TACs, or under minimum sizes) in European waters. Seafish’s 

work on the LO is diverse and cuts across a number of work streams. We are providing valuable services to industry 

and government and our coordination role in communicating about ongoing projects is limiting duplication of work. 

Key works areas include: 

 

• Economic impact assessment 

• Additional Seafish projects including 

• Assessment of the impact of the LO 

on the UK supply chain’ project 

• Gear selectivity 

• Seafish Discard Action Group 

• Briefings and guidance 

• Sectoral support and regulatory 

guidance 

• Marketing and communications 

 

To see full factsheet outlining our work on the Landongs Obligation please click here 

 

Seafish Gear Database 

 

One of the resources highlighted in the LO information sheet is the Seafish Gear Database, which is an online portal 

that details common fishing gears and selectivity devices used in commercial fisheries throughout the UK 

and Europe - including full descriptions, illustrations and links to scientific trials and reports. 

The Seafish Gear Database, which was unveiled at the Annual Scottish Fishing Conference in St Andrews in 

July, features over 100 gear and selectivity profiles providing information on how to reduce bycatch for a 

range of species. Aimed predominantly at fishermen, fishery managers, policy makers and environmental 

groups, it is hoped the information will provide the industry with some solutions ahead of the next phase 

of the Landing Obligation. 

 
 

 



Seafish Basic Fishing Methods Publication 

 

Seafish, along with the fishing industry, has been developing new selective technologies and net-based fishing 

activities for many years to reduce unwanted bycatch. Seafish gear trial work over the last 15 years is increasingly 

relevant and outputs of this research have influenced gear now being used in commercial fisheries. The new 

handbook was published in May 2015 and contains illustrations and descriptions of commonly used fishing methods, 

gears and rigs. It covers UK fisheries, with reference to other fisheries throughout the world that supply wild-caught 

fish and shellfish into the UK markets. The publication also provides some basic knowledge of how fish are caught 

using a range of fishing methods. A copy of this handbook is being posted out to you later this week. 

 

If you have any questions regarding our work on the Landings Obligation, or any other fishing and seafood topics 

then please do not heistate to get in touch. 
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